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Kingsmead Parish Council	         Clerk: Lara Jacob
Telephone: 01606 533858
clerk@kingsmeadpc.org.uk 

PO Box 784                                                                                                               
Northwich	
CW9 9UN



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held Monday 17 May 2021 at 7.30pm at Kingsmead Primary School

Present:	Cllr Bannister (Chairman), Boylan, Chappell, Martin, Reed, Weltman and Williams.

Also in attendance:	Lara Jacob (Clerk); 2 members of the public

Ordinary Meeting Minutes (cont.)
1. Election of the Chairman of the Parish Council 
Nominations were invited for the position of Chairman of Kingsmead Parish Council for the civic year 2021-2022.
Cllr Jewitt was proposed by Cllr Martin and seconded by Cllr Reed and with no further nominations declared a vote was taken and it was 
Resolved unanimously that Cllr Jewitt will be elected as Chairman of Kingsmead Parish Council for the civic year 2021-2022.   Cllr Jewitt, being absent, had indicated acceptance of the position prior to the meeting and it was
Resolved that the signature of the elected Chairman on the Declaration of Acceptance of the Office form could be delivered at a later date.

2.	Election of Vice Chairman of the Parish Council
Nominations were invited for the position of Vice Chairman of Kingsmead Parish Council for the civic year 2021-2022.
Cllr Hoey was proposed by Cllr Reed and seconded by Cllr Williams and with no further nominations declared a vote was taken and it was 
Resolved unanimously that Cllr Hoey will be elected as Chairman of Kingsmead Parish Council for the civic year 2021-2022.   Cllr Hoey, being absent, had indicated acceptance of the position prior to the meeting.

As neither the newly elected Chairman or Vice Chairman to the parish council were present, a vote for a Chairman for the meeting was taken and it was
Resolved that Cllr Bannister would act as the Chairman for the meeting.

	3.	To receive apologies
	Apologies were received from Cllr Boylan (work commitment) Cllr Hoey (prior engagement) Cllr 	Jewitt (work commitment) and Cllr Logan (work commitment).
4. Disclosure of interest in items on the agenda
	Noted – councillors had reviewed their register of interests and advised any changes
	No disclosures on items on the agenda were made at this point.

5. Public open forum
 No issues were raised by members of the public. 

6. PCSO
PCSO Lee Robertson had submitted a report which included a incident of damage to a local 	business, no thefts or burglaries; a report of a boat causing an obstruction and issues with parking 	at Kingsmead Primary School and at John Deane’s College.   Speed monitoring on Monarch Drive 	had resulted in no captures of speeding incidents.   Councillors asked that the PCSO monitor the 	situation in Poor’s Wood, where wild camping may be taking place.

7. Approval and receipt of Minutes
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19 April 2021, having been circulated with the agenda, were considered.
	Resolved – That the minutes were a true record of the meeting held on 19 April 2021.

8.	Finance and Administration 
	a) To approve the bank reconciliations presented.
	Bank statements and reconciliations were circulated prior to the meeting.
	The following was noted:
	Unity Trust Bank, showing transfers of £15,000 and £50,000 to the Nationwide 125 and 45 Day 	Saver accounts respectively and £80,000 to the Yorkshire Bank (now Virgin Money); the balance in 	the Unity Trust account as at 15 May 2021 was £73,794.73 with a direct debit payment to Royal 	Mail of £73.20 showing for 10 May; the Nationwide 125 day account has a balance of £52,924.05 	and the 45 day account a balance of £50, 090.30 as at 12 May 2021; Cllr Martin confirmed that a 	balance of £84001.97 was showing on the Virgin Money account.  A reconciliation was not 	presented for this account as Cllr Martin is the only person with access to this account at the 	moment and no statement had been received.
Resolved – approval of the Unity Trust bank reconciliation and the Nationwide 45 day and 125 day 	reconciliations as presented.
b) To approve the accounts on the Payment Schedule for payment in May 2021.
	The following was noted:
That the grant of £325 to Thrive was paid on 11 May; that £3649.69 was received from HMRC in 	refunded VAT; that the payment to Play and Leisure for the Campbell Close Play Equipment install 	will be offset by the first grant funding from Veolia of £5141 and the CWAC members grant of 	£1028 (already receipted), with a further grant payment of £5141 to be received from Veolia on 	the successful sign-off of the project.
Resolved to approve the payments as presented, noting the following:
that the payment to Suddenstrike will be held until the installation of the gates has been 	completed; 
that the payment to ChALC is for membership fees and the parish council are agreed to remain in 	membership of the organisation;
that the payment to Countrywide of £151.20 represents the payment agreed by the Chairman, 	Vice Chairman and the Clerk for the removal of the wooden bench at Campbell Close where an 	expedient decision was required to secure a reduced cost if the works were carried out in 	conjunction with removal of equipment at Burwardsley Play Area;
that the payment of £811.20 to Caddis represented an increase in the original quotation for 	wildflower seeds and was agreed by the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk due to the need for 	expediency.
c) To note the payments made in April 2021 
	Noted - the payments made in April 2021, a total of £15, 586.48.
d) To note financial position at 31-05-2021 
	Noted – the financial position at 31-05-2021
	e) To consider a donation of £500 in support of the community event to be held within the 	Kingsmead Primary School grounds on 9 July 2021
	Resolved that a donation of £500 will be made to Kingsmead Primary School to be used to 	provide an activity chosen by the school in support of the community event in July.
	e) To approve the timesheets submitted by the interim clerk 
	Resolved to accept the timesheets submitted by the interim clerk.
	
9.	Kingsmead Primary School
	An update on the recently announced plans to extend the numbers on roll at the school was 	received from Cllr Reed, a governor of the school.

10. 	Planning Applications
	Noted that the following planning application was considered prior to the meeting and that it was 	agreed that no comment would be made:
	21/01087/FUL 12 Rossett Close Davenham Northwich Cheshire CW9 8WP
	Proposal: Relocation of boundary fence

	11.	Committees and Working Groups
	The committees and working groups for the civic year 2021-22 were discussed.
		Resolved that the following groups, with members to be appointed following the meeting, will 			form the structure of the parish council and that the Terms of Reference of those groups will be 		reviewed and presented at the next meeting off the parish council:
	
	Finance Committee; Play Areas Committee
	Structures and Grounds Maintenance Group
	Environment Committee which will have Wildflowers, Ponds and Culverts and Trees within its 	remit.
	


12.	Environmental Matters
a) Consideration was given to the quotations received various repair and maintenance tasks	Resolved to accept the following quotations
£1182 for clearance of vegetation behind both ends of the Clocktower, around the War Memorial 	and at the Art College end;
£1374 for jet washing all stonework across the sites detailed above and providing scaffolding to 	undertake this work;
£1188 for repointing all structures as detailed above;
£493 for repainting the lettering on both Kingsmead signs;
£625.50 for replacement of the lighting units at the Kingsmead sign.
An additional quotation for the repair of the Cheshire railings at the Clocktower was requested.
	b) No other issues were raised.

13. 	Play Parks 
a) Consideration was given to the quotations for works at Campbell Close.
Resolved to accept the following quotations:
£472 for groundwork preparation and installation of rubber chippings;
£2050 (£2,562) for rubber chippings;
Up to £500 for replacement swing seats – the original quotation received was for £410, but on discussion, it was agreed that instead of two cradle seats, one cradle seat and one flat seat would be requested to be supplied and fitted.
It was noted that the wooden bench was removed at a cost of £126 (plus VAT), being an agreed spend by the Chairman and Clerk, as a reduced cost was achieved by combining the work with the removal of play equipment at Burwurdsley Play Area.
b) The three quotations received for provision of annual and quarterly inspections of the play areas were discussed.
Resolved that the quotation of £122.50 quarterly inspection and £450 annual inspection would be accepted.

14. 	Recruitment update
Resolved that this item would be discussed in closed session.
Two members of the public left the meeting
	a) It was noted that the clerk had submitted a resignation notice and that the last day worked was 	30 April 2021.  
	b) It was confirmed that the interim clerk remain in post on a zero-hours contract until such time as 	both a suitable appointment had been made and the new appointee had confirmed their ability to 	manage the role without additional support
	c) The appointment of a previous applicant to the role of clerk was discussed.   The council felt this 	was the most viable procedure rather than incur further recruitment costs.  
	Resolved to offer the position of clerk to Mr Benn Minshull on the basis of 25 hours per week at SCP 	25, with a start date of 1 June 2021.   The probationary period to be set at six months, after which 	the appointment will be confirmed.
	Mr Minshull will be invited to accompany a councillor on a tour of Kingsmead prior to the official 	start date.

15.	Agenda items for the next meeting
	The following items to be considered at the June meeting:
	Review of Terms of Reference for Committees and Working Groups.
	Consideration of the recommendations of the Play Areas Committee for new equipment at 	Burwurdsley Play Park.
	Consideration of quotations and recommendations on the repairs to Kensington Way park, 	including a consideration of the engineer’s report on drainage.
	Consideration of advice on management of trees on the Spine Road.
	Consideration of tender process for woodland and tree management.

16.	Close of meeting
	The meeting closed at 20.51
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